MS 6650: Art and Pilgrimage: Rome, Compostela, Aachen
(Tuesday 9:00 - 10:40, Seminar, 2 credits)

Instructor: Béla Zsolt Szakács (Room FT 401) Tel: 327-3052

E-mail: szakacsb@ceu.hu
Office Hours: Tuesday 10.40-12.00 or by appointment

The present course will lead a virtual pilgrimage to three of the most popular medieval pilgrimage centers of Europe: Rome, Santiago de Compostela and Aachen. Classes will be dedicated to the pilgrimage roads, the cult spaces, the architectural settings and their decoration as well as reliquary shrines and related works of art. The approach of this seminar is interdisciplinary, interpreting art historical object with the help of religious studies. 

The goal of this course is to open various aspects of art history for medievalists trained in other fields and art historians not dealing with this specific subject. The seminar will cover different genres of art. The centers of medieval saints’ cults were regularly important centers of art, too. The relics were kept in precious reliquaries or in reliquary tombs, put on show on altars, kept in well hidden treasuries, mysterious crypts or splendid sanctuaries. Altarpieces, stained glass, murals, and illuminated manuscripts depicted the iconography of the saints venerated. Medieval churches were shaped to accommodate and canalize huge crowds of pilgrims. On the roads leading to the most significant pilgrimage centers many other ecclesiastical institutions intended to attract travelers with their powerful relics and their spectacular surroundings. 

No specific art historical training is necessary. Students will be trained in description and interpretation of different kind of art works. Discussing three regions of Europe, students will learn the religious geography of these territories, major achievements of medieval architecture from the Early Christian period to the Late Middle Ages, and selected elements of Christian iconography. Learning outcomes: ability to present a topic orally with usage of illustration material; ability to explore previously unknown areas of medieval studies. 

Weekly outline:

1 - Introduction and planning

2 - The roads to Rome

On the paths of the pilgrims. Itinerary: through the Alps. The Via Francigena. Churches, relics, hospitals on the way. The rivalry of relics. Vercelli, Torino, San Michele della Chiusa, Pavia, Piacenza, Lucca, San Gimignano, Siena, Viterbo, Tuscania. Arrival to Rome. 

readings: 

Szabó, Thomas. “The Roads to Rome,” in Rome: the pilgrim's dream, Gloria Fossi, ed.,  Firenze: Giunti, 1998, pp. 57-75.

3 - The Basilicas of Rome
The tombs of the apostles Sts. Peter and Paul. Signs of their veneration from the Early Christian period to Constantine the Great. The basilicas built in Rome in the 4th and 5th centuries and their decoration. The rearrangement of relics in the 6th century. Emerging pilgrimage. Changes in architecture: new building types. 

readings: 

Brandenburg, Hugo. Ancient churches of Rome from the fourth to the seventh century : the dawn of Christian architecture in the West, Turnhout: Brepols, 2005, pp. 91-103, 114-130.

4 - Rome in 1300
Pope Boniface VIII and the first Holy Year in Rome. The cult of the saint – the cult of the popes. Artistic decoration and the papal self-representation. The Sancta Sanctorum. The frescos of Giotto. The miracles of Rome. What a pilgrim might have seen: on the path of the pilgrim. 

readings: 

Kessler, Herbert L. and Johanna Zacharias. Rome 1300: on the path of the pilgrim, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2000, pp. 38-63.

5 - The roads to Santiago

The pilgrimage roads to Santiago de Compostela. Relics and pilgrimage centers in France and Northern Spain. The itinerary: from Saint-Denis to Tours, through Poitiers and Bordeaux; from Vézeley to Roncesvalles through Périgueux; from Le Puy to Moissac; from Arles to Puente-la-Reina. The pilgrimage churches: a new building type of Romanesque architecture. 

readings: 

Moralejo, Serafín. “On the Road: The Camino de Santiago,” in The Art of medieval Spain, A.D. 500-1200, New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1993, pp. 175-183.

6 – Compostela
The town of Santiago de Conpostela as the pilgrims saw it. Virtual tour in Compostela following the Pilgrim’s guide. Rites of the pilgrimage. The shrine of St James the Great. The architectural arrangement of the church. The portal of St James as the masterpiece of Romanesque sculpture. 

readings: 

Shaver-Crandell, Annie and Paula Gerson. The pilgrim's guide to Santiago de Compostela, London: Harvey Miller, 1995, pp. 31-40 and 87-94.

7 – St James and the pilgrims
The legends of St James the Great. Posthumous miracles. Iconography: the representation of these events. Panel paintings, stained glass and book illumination. 

readings: 

Gitlitz, David M. “The Iconography of St. James in the Indianapolis Museum's Fifteenth-Century Altarpiece,” in The pilgrimage to Compostela in the Middle Ages, Maryjane Dunn and Linda Kay Davidson, eds., New York: Garland Publishing, 1996, pp. 113-130.

8 - The roads to Aachen

Roads from Central Europe to Aachen. Itinerary. From the Danube to the Rhein. Important stops: Passau, Regensburg, Koblenz, Andernach, Cologne. Iconography: the Hungarian Crucifix. 

readings (optional): 

Stephany, Erich. “Heiligtumsfahrt,” in Rhein und Maas: Kunst und Kultur, 800-1400, Cologne: Schnütgen-Museum, 1972, pp. 142-146.

9 - Aachen and Charlemagne
Aachen as the political center of Charlemagne. Aachen and Rome. The tomb of Charlemagne. The memory of Charlemagne. Commemoration from the Ottonian period to the Stauf emperors. Show pieces of the treasury from Byzantium to Sicily. 
readings: 

Conant, Kenneth John. Carolingian and Romanesque architecture, 800 to 1200, New Haven: Yale University Press, 1993, pp. 46-51.

Krautheimer, Richard. “The Carolingian Revival of Early Christian Architecture,” in idem. Studies in Early Christian, Medieval, and Renaissance Art, New York: New York University Press, 1969, pp. 203-256, esp. 234-237.


optional: 

Untermann, Matthias, “opere mirabili constructa: Die Aachener ‘Rezidenz’ Karls der Grossen,” in 799: Kunst und Kultur der Karolingerzeit : Karl der Grosse und Papst Leo III. in Paderborn, Christoph Stiegemann and Matthias Wemhoff, eds., Mainz: Philipp von Zabern, 1999, vol. 3, pp. 152-164.

10 - Aachen and Charles IV
The relics of Aachen. The growing popularity of the Aachen pilgrimage. The rebuilding of the church of Aachen by Charles IV. New items in the treasury. The Hungarian pilgrims and the chapel of Louis the Great. The Hungarian treasury: images, relics, vestments and coats of arms. 

readings: 

Schmitz-Cliever-Lepie, Herta. The Treasury of the Cathedral of Aachen, Aachen: Chapter of the Cathedral, 1986, pp. 57-74.


optional:
Winands, Klaus. Zur Geschichte und Architektur des Chores und der Kapellenbauten des Aachener Münsters, Recklinghausen: Aurel Bongers, 1989

11 –Conclusion

12 – Written exam

The written exam will consist of two parts. In the first part the student should recognize and analyze one the of major works of art (churches or images) discussed during the classes. In the second part a half-page long essay should be written on one of the aspects regularly discussed during classes in a comparative way. 

Requirements:

A) It is required to follow the course and participate in the discussions during classes with the help of the weekly readings. PDF files will be available. 10%

B) Each student should choose a piece of art to be presented shortly (max. 10  minutes) during one of the classes (a list of topics will be distributed in the first week). 40 %

C) A written exam at the end of the course will help to recapitulate the basic lines of the course as well as the major pieces examined. 50 %

for MA and PhD students

cross-listed with History Department, Religious Studies 

Topical elective

